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' UDGING from what 1 saw and heard at the recent
I'rade Union Congress in Glasgow the British labor
" ‘mevement, like ancient (Gaul, is divided into three parts:
‘ Parliamentarians.
Direct Actioni§
Industrialists.
e first two groups are all the leaders, in the last
+ all the rank and file.
_ arliamentarians consist mainly of labor M. s,
‘and these who expect very soon 1o be lnbor M.P.s. Not
unnaturally they believe in Parliament regnant, supreme
‘one and mdwlsnb]e world without c(ﬁ.! io them thc road

eak i a polling booth without makmg the e.xgn of a
Their universal theme just now is that the days

_of Lloyd George's Cdalition are numbcrc\agl and that a
labor gbvernment will soon come into power. All that
the: wo;])(ers have to do is to vote right, and then, behold

A new I;xeaven and a new earth, and Arthur Henderson
* Prime Minister of Britain!

: The %econd group looks to Parliament for the gover-
nance of the country, but not to Parliament alone. The
b1 ¢éct Actionists conceive a new form of the two cham-

er ysqeménot ‘as now, a House of Commons and a

ouse qf Lords, but a House of Commons and 2 Trade
n Congress or' some body ana],agous to it. -British
the Direct Actlomsts see it, is now organised

(o8 pbwerful sections—the polmcal wing ‘in the Labor
the mdustnél mng in the Trade Umon Con-

lirected by a unity ‘of command, | Parha—

the absence of prom;@cm 1eadcrs, it

out active and able propagandlm, ‘both -

writers. It is a growing movement and. is wor.lqng
leaven in the rank and file.

This three-fold division in the ranks of British labor
was manifest in Glasgow from September 8th to
Direct Action was the touchstone at all times..
its first appearance m the President’s opening :
which he condemned it) ; and on the last day in th
bate on the Irish resolution an immediate general
was advocated in order to compel the governme
withdraw the British garrison from Ireland. .

Between those two dates Direct Actlon gamedl
distinct victories, thus:

‘wmmi day.— A muuon in effect r‘f.n'aurmg tl

to call a special session last Spring at the req,_
the Triple Alliance (miners, transport workers an
waymen) to decide what action, if any, should b
to compel the Government to. " withdraw | TOm:
abolish conscription, raise the blockade, ¢l
conscientious objectors; carried by 2586,0(!) 201,
1,876,000 ; majority 710,000, . "

Third day —A resolution demandmg ﬂationahsaﬂon
the mines and, in the event of the Government’s refusal
the calling of a special session to de vha
shall be taken; Carried by 4,478,000 w S
Majority . ,401000

Constnptton Acts and th : mmadia

th
1w111 always procrastmate evade, {‘2_‘_1511 troops from Russm,, gmd, mais




~in the great 4o Hours
The chcers of the Cong

es dent 3 address——a careful and cau-

h deserved: thc general iprajse it re- -
'th caprtalwt press, - “Sta esrganhke,”

caHed it. But the delegates listened to it in
on!y onc whcn Russia was mentfontgd “Un-
gd in 2 war with Russia hich is

‘ wh s pndorsed with hearty cheers,

r Robert Smillie entered 1 t}w field and
fan to blow a gale, I‘h:q was the

enednd ' ettmgef the storin:
are.cohcert hall--the lar gest in the cxiy the floor
ith Tong straight rows of narrow| taples and
10t cha:rs arranged-in two big sections facing
er, witha wide aisle running, down thel middle.
r sik hours a day, crowded and uncomfortahle sat
ight hundied delegates. The public were admitted
lery: and kept it well filled every day. TNO flag -
the: patriotic eye, no, nor uniform either, not
iceman’s or -a parson’s. No_dec Prxjhom or
“turbannéd heads of four Indian visitors
.and .the score or more of hﬂlght red
osters announcmg each day’s issue| of George
0. daﬂy The Herald. (which 1

)n he platf 'm at a louof table ru

: tIm dozen or so members of
ith Stuart—Bunmng. the

tmchaired:in the‘:mdst

he Parlia-
f?resident,

1s job |

| #who once spoke @ few
r}d challenge ‘

hear has at-
c:rculatmn of over a quﬁ;rter of - a:
ning from.

* tiogof Russia.
/ﬁzﬁfﬂ said Smilli¢ pas
no greater labor ques

that kind. of man He

purpose now. was to| mov
graph in the Parliag :
sought to justify its gefus
at the request of the
of his argument weie these: ;

The present Govermment holés powe
tences. It misled 1

phdSlS
wovernment, a labor
which is put into ppwer on the strengt
pledges and then repudiates those’ pledgesx
carry them out.” (ILoud cheers) ]
Longress, répresentig nearly “six’ ml!hon
workers, ought to be|strong enough to make any.go
ernment do anything| which in justlce it ought
called upon to do fot the wo:kers. “Res
- deputations have littl¢ “A 'specia
union conference would be justified on ny
of quesnons Take
many,” he continued.
of_old men, women a
Whoever was to blan
and the aged could n
my mind that the time
bave to-meet in the Ij
and brothers of thesef
labor is silent on this
lo raise our eyes and
"and shake them by th
They

“SSIB..

verition /tn




i ttee must know that lt is the
not: the master ! of Congress.”

millie’s motion amounted to a vote of censure on
thi Committee, and was|thus understood by every dele-
. gate in the hall. The Parliament men, led by one of
- ‘their ablest—a keen, little Lancashire man—J. R. Clyncs,
‘M. P, rallied to the defcnce of the Committee, but in
vain,

-So it was again, on the following day--Wednesday—
when Smillie, in a s ch of unusual power and deter-
*“mination, carried all be him in the debate on .the
‘nationalization of the mines.

An American Delegate

On Thursday the leftward wing gathered strength
from a new quarter: The afterncon session opened
calmly enough with greetings from the fraternal dele-
gates. . First spoke the American Mederation of Labor

ih the ‘person of J. Hynes. I had notlccd this gentle-
‘man drifting on and off the platform since the first

ARen s

day’s mectmg, smmmgl)r ki ;ly bq

ings, and looking as though he would fike to
back at Headquarters.in Washington, D.C
winds blow,— —none at least’ to -vex 01

that the world had passed throug_ vhat
curately, called “a trying war." S@] far i

erally speaking—
“Sam’s in hts hawen P
All’s right with the wnr}d i

And yet that same evening the delegates
(ilasgow papers that Boston was undef martial
the United Mine Workers of Amergca' werg gqm
strike for nationalization, and that s¢moua troublé wa
imminent in Pittsburg. i

_After Hynes came the r‘epres'cntati




and’ manner.

1d

.,m:w :rlleasa;ge, my comnd& " he
rs of Ipd:a are '1w3,kemng In

ent mm'murs of mdlgnat:on running hke air-
up-and: dmjm the hall. Xe told of the Indian
actofy Act of 191t under which men in
. textile factories work  twelve hours a day
ys a2 week, women eler{en hours, and little
hours, "Shame, shame!” rang out angrily
; hall I'saw that now every man was
vays''on| his bench; so: as to face the plat-
and | see -with:{both: eyes this strange new phe-
isia statxdm forth boldly in thexr
anding. | |
1 mills of, qubaf the’ Indian’ Factory
; F(eport for 1918 states;_ the highes
/217 ‘($§1 5. 50? a month.” ' :Only-
nds

n.the jute mills

-Wadia went

In a clear

fect Enghsh he ;tppealed on
ndian labor—ur rgn,msed _exploited, forced -
‘bclplcsspess and ignorance 1o Be .the scab-.

broke. the sﬂence of the:

and so'the’

neither . .you here:
everywhere are o,

Then a strange thing h ppen'
Congress history:. Lvery-man and wo,
delegates, the public|in the gallery, the peopl
form—Parliamentary Committes,
even the press men|at the press’ table
spontaneously and cheered—+cheered 5 L ima
titude of blind mep would cl!eer zf hy, 5
sight came to their éyes, :

That all this waq not a u§eless outhy
was shown the next day when. ‘two T
brought forward, ore calhng upon the Congres
point a speecial Co N 1s§wn to investigate
tions in India,—this was referred for a
Parliamentary Com hittee; and a second resolution
coming the formatign of trade unions in Ind
structing the execulive to appeal to all'B
unions to support the Indmn movement ﬁnancxail
was agreed to unanj -

During the week frepl canvassed op: j

leftward drift of the-;
press. men and labo

~kind of Trade Union
‘A new spirit-anima
rstrength and: powes

delegates in their pia
after speaker prote;

 more pious resolu

A -typical parha entariar expl
to me as bgli

l_ Work of t




